
 

PRE-HARVEST TESTING GUIDANCE 

lgma.ca.gov 

The LGMA recommends pre-harvest testing of product grown on fields where the following 
elevated risk factors are present: 

Hazard  
Current Required 
Minimum Distance 

Elevated Risk Factors 
If any of the following are present, test product before harvesting 

Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operation (CAFO) 
80,000+ animals 

1 Mile - Distance < 2 miles 
- Opportunity for water runoff through or from CAFO 
to irrigation water sources 
- Prevailing winds or other weather events that could 
potentially carry contaminants to fields 
- Filth fly infestation                                                                                                                               

CAFO 
1,000 - 80,000 animals 

1200 Feet - Distance < 1 mile 
- Opportunity for water runoff through or from CAFO 
to irrigation water sources 
- Opportunity for soil leaching  
- Prevailing winds and other weather events that could 
create potential contamination                
- Filth fly infestation                                                                                                                                    

Animal Feed Operation 
(AFO) 
< 1,000 animals 

400 Feet                                        
(If composting on  
AFO site)                                           
 
30 Feet                                          
(if no composting on  
AFO site) 

- Distance < 1200 feet 
- Opportunity for water runoff through or from AFO to 
irrigation water sources 
- Opportunity for soil leaching  
- Prevailing winds or other weather events that could 
potentially carry contaminants to fields 
- Filth fly infestation                                                                                                                                 

Grazing Lands 30 Feet - Distance < 1200 feet 
- Opportunity for water runoff through or from Grazing 
Land to irrigation water sources 
- Opportunity for soil leaching  
- Prevailing winds and other weather events that could 
create potential contamination  
- Filth fly infestation                                                    

Domestic / Hobby Farms                                                
Includes non-commercial 
livestock and homes with 
hobby farms 

30 Feet - Distance < 800 feet 
- Opportunity for water runoff through or from 
Domestic/Hobby Farm to irrigation water sources 
- Opportunity for soil leaching  
- Prevailing winds or other weather events that could 
potentially carry contaminants to fields                 
- Filth fly infestation                                                                                                                                          

https://lgma.ca.gov
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